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1. In response to the amendment and argument filed 12/13/04; the rejection cited are as 
stated below. 

I. Claims 1-16, drawn to a method system for configuring client network resource, 
classified in class 709, subclass 220. 

II. Claims 17-18, drawn to a specific application of GUI, classified in class 715, 
subclass 764. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the invention I is directed to using GUI for configuring client resources, which 
includes specific requirement, such as automatically determining configuration and establishing 
connection to the resources, whereas the invention II is directed to a specific GUI or windows 
structure requirement, e.g., require first, second and sub-windows. The subcombination has 
separate utility such as automatic configuration and automatic establishing connection is not 
required in invention II, while the structure separated of separate windows is not require in the 
invention group I. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 
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3. Since claim 17-18 are newly submitted and directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the aforementioned reasons, above. Since 
applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, this 
invention has been constructively rejected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. 
Accordingly, claims 17-18 are, therefore, withdrawn from consideration, based on original 
presentation (See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03). 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hansen (US 5,819,042). 

6. Regarding claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-14 and 16, Hansen discloses a method apparatus and 
computer program (hereinafter collectively referred to as a system) for setup, configuring and 
managing network resources. The system comprises a configuration manager graphic user 
interface (GUI) (Fig. 4-7), which includes databases of network resources, topologies and 
protocols, i.e., accessing database of network connectivity, enabling network operators, 
managers or users to choose and configure and utilization the resources by conventional drag and 
drop feature (Fig. 8, 270-272; Col. 5, lines 9-26). Hansen further discloses automatically 
configuration and automatic establishing connection, which are applicable for configuring and 
connecting network resources (fig 8. illustrated a process of automatically detect configuration; 
step 154 fig 3D, indicated that the map capable automatically establishing connection between to 
interface of network resources, Col. 13, lines 13-44, specially lines 35-38). 
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7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 4-5, 10 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hansen (US 5,819,042). 

9. Regarding claims 4-5, 10 and 15, Hansen discloses the invention substantially, as 
claimed, as described in their base claims, including utilizing the configuration GUI for 
configuring LAN WAN connectivity, but it is silent to applying the GUI for VLAN 
configuration. However, utilizing a system that is capable of configuring LAN, WAN to 
configure other type of network topology such as VLAN, would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made that was a matter of utility 
choice, in which does not require any distinct limitations or producing any unexpected result. 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 12/13/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In the remark applicant argued in substance that Hansen doers not teaches providing 
access for client resources on a different network. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation access for client resources on a 
different network has not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the 
preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites 
the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does 
not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural 
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limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) 
and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

In response to applicant's argument that Hansen does not provide automatic establishing 
client connectivity to the resource. This issue has readily been addressed in the claims' rejection 
above. 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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